OTTER RIVER 
CONSERVATION WEEKEND
APRIL 20, 21, & 22, 2012

Happy New Year to all and with the New Year comes the first NAFCA campout of the year, Otter River Conservation Weekend. Please note the date of your weekend. I put the wrong date in the January edition of Chatter. Sorry for any confusion. Thanks to Larry Converse for pointing out my mistake with the dates. 


Well let’s get on with telling you how the weekend will go. First off please don’t arrive at the campground before ten on Friday morning. Parking will be in the parking area at the end of the driveway into Otter River State Forest. Set up against the outer edges of the parking area and no saving of sites as we are all friends. 


Settle in on Friday and reacquaint yourselves with each other and enjoy the beauty that surrounds you. The tall pines, fresh air, the rushing water over the dam. These things help to define the physical parts that make up your surroundings.


Friday afternoon we’ll get in some cars and trucks to carpool to Pete and Henry’s Restaurant for our evening repast. We’ll depart from the campground around four p.m. This restaurant has chicken, seafood, pizza and the like. All cooked fresh and served with a smile. The prices are reasonable so your meal won’t break the bank.


After we have finished our meal its back to Otter River for the campfire and coffee. Please bring a goodie to share. 


Saturday morning starting around seven we’ll be cooking breakfast. You bring your food and we’ll cook it for you. The breakfast has gained in popularity so we are cooking again. There will be coffee. Please bring set-ups including your coffee cups.


Saturdays work day will start at eight thirty a.m. and may consist of raking around the campsite fireplaces, picking up small branches and placing them next to the fireplaces, placing the picnic tables back down on all four legs. If the weather permits us to put a sealing coat on the restroom building we’ll do that also. We also should have some bricks to install into the patio area. We don’t have to work hard because many hands will make all the tasks much easier to accomplish. We also will take a coffee break just about ten in the morning. Coffee will be provided please bring a goodie to share. 


We’ll break for lunch and after lunch if need be we’ll finish up our tasks and prepare for our evening meal to be held at the pavilion starting at five thirty.


The meal is going to be ham-in-a-can. Please bring a small canned ham (3 lbs. or less) we’ll be cooking them in a #10 can which we have for your use. The cooking process goes like this: we put some water in the bottom of the can to start the cooking. You can use veggie water which adds more flavor. You can put glaze on your ham or maybe mustard. You can season your ham any way you’d like. The cooking will take around an hour or less. We’ll be placing the cans, which are topped with aluminum foil and placed into the large fire place which will have charcoal glowing red to cook on. Please bring a side dish to share. I’ll also have some potatoes for baking and your eating pleasure. 

After the meal has been eaten and clean up has been done the campfire will be lit for all to enjoy. The coffee pot will be out again and please bring a goodie to share. 


Sunday your on your own to enjoy the day. There will be a campfire on campsite number one in the late morning and you can also cook your lunch over this fire. 


Sunday please depart from the campground by three thirty p.m. as the gates will be closed and locked at this time. 


Some reminders: No dump station or restrooms. Water is available at the Ranger building on your left side as you enter the driveway. The water is by the large antenna in the back of the building. Remember flashlights; bring an extra lantern to light the path to the pavilion if you have one we could use. Hand tools such as rakes, hand bow saws and other tools you can bring to use. 


No reservations needed all are welcome in exchange for help on Saturday and this includes non NAFCA members.


Directions MA Route 2 West, to exit #20 Baldwinville Road, at top of ramp turn right and follow this road to the end where it will intersect with U.S. 202. Turn right (North) onto U.S. 202 going through Baldwinville center. Otter River State Forest will be on your left side about one mile or less out of Baldwinville Center. 


From MA 2 East to exit #19 turn left onto U.S. 202, go approximately four miles and follow as above. 


Any questions please call Don Daniel at (978) 664-4294 and please note the correct dates. 

Yours in NAFCA, 
Don Daniel, Chairman
